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Outcome of the 22nd Meeting of the  
Response Working Group (RESPONSE 22-2016) 

Introduction  
0.1 The 22nd Meeting of the HELCOM Response Working Group (RESPONSE 22-2016) was held on 8-
10 November 2016 in Riga, Latvia, upon invitation by the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional 
Development of the Republic of Latvia. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by all HELCOM Contracting Parties as well as by Observers from Sea 
Alarm and WWF. The List of Participants is attached as Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was welcomed by Ms. Alda Ozola, Deputy State Secretary for the Environmental 
Protection of the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development. 

0.4 The Meeting was chaired by Chair of the Response Working Group 2015-2016, Ms. Heli 
Haapasaari.  

0.5 Mr. Hermanni Backer, Professional Secretary of HELCOM, and Ms. Susanna Kaasinen, Agri-
Environment Coordinator of HELCOM acted as secretaries of the meeting. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1, 1-2 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

1.2 The Meeting agreed to consider the document 11-4 submitted after the established deadline. 

Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from HELCOM meetings 

Documents: 2-1, 2-1-add, 2-2, 2-3 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the 50th Meeting of HELCOM Heads of Delegation 
(HOD 50-2016, 15-16 June 2016) as follows: 

- decided, according to recommendation by AIS EWG 27-2016, to move the HELCOM AIS services from 
Denmark (DMA) to Norway (Kystverket) before the end of 2016, in order to avoid breaks in the 
service. 

− welcomed the outcome of MEPC 69 that the Baltic Sea Special Area regulations under MARPOL 
Annex IV will be applied on or after 1 June 2021 for existing IMO-registered passenger ships. For new 
passenger ships, the regulations come into effect on or after 1 June 2019. For direct passages 
between St. Petersburg and the North Sea, there is an extension until 1 June 2023. 

− approved the final Baltic Sea NOx Emission Control Area application and the related INF. document 
on NOx reducing technology (documents 4-12-Rev.1 and 4-12-Rev.2) and decided that they will be 
submitted to the 70th session of the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee (IMO MEPC 
70) for consideration. 

2.2 The Meeting took note of the outcome of 16th Meeting of the HELCOM Maritime Working 
Group (MARITIME 16-2016), Tallinn, Estonia, 6-8 September 2016 especially the two Correspondence Groups 
of RESPONSE relevance: 

- Correspondence Group on updating of HELCOM Recommendation 19/14 on a harmonized system of 
fines in case a ship violates anti-pollution regulations (CG FINES) was re-established and will report 
to MARITIME 17-2017. 
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- Correspondence Group to revise HELCOM Recommendation 28/3 (CG STS) was re-established and 
will report to MARITIME 17-2017. 

2.3 The Meeting considered the new follow-up system of HELCOM ministerial commitments online 
(document 2-3) http://maps.helcom.fi/website/HELCOMexplorer/index.html and agreed on the status of 
implementation of the Response related actions as included in document 2-3. 

2.4 The Meeting took note that outcomes of sub-groups under the Response Working Group and 
other relevant HELCOM groups will be considered under corresponding agenda items. 

Agenda Item 3  Maritime traffic 

Documents: 3-1, 3-2, 3-2-att, 3-3, 3-4, 3-4-att1 

3.1 The Meeting welcomed the information that the HELCOM-led project “Open-Source tools for 
regional risk assessments for improved European preparedness and response at sea” (OPENRISK) was 
approved for funding by DG ECHO on 9 September 2016 and will run two years during Jan 2017- Jan2019 
presented by the Secretariat (document 3-2, Presentations 1 and 2).  

3.2 The Meeting welcomed Mr. Valtteri Laine who was involved in the application writing and will 
work for the OPENRISK project as part of the HELCOM Secretariat staff from January 2017. 

3.3 The Meeting recalled that the OPENRISK Project is not focused on carrying out another risk 
assessment for the Baltic Sea, but will instead develop a method for regular pollution preparedness and 
response related risk assessments, and more concretely methods for: 

− Locating high risk areas using material such as VTS/SRS reports, accident data 

− Locating high risk areas using AIS (dynamic modelling) 

− Verifying such high risk areas based on interviews with professionals including mariners 

− Defining risk reducing measures 

3.4 The Meeting recalled that the aim of the OPENRISK project is to produce transparent, robust 
and easy to use methods which can, if needed, be applied by the national response authorities themselves 
to create risk assessments for a region like the Baltic Sea, but also nationally. The Contracting Parties are 
invited to submit information on nationally applied methods for national spill risk assessments, as well as a 
national contact point for further dialogue on national approaches to such risk assessments, to the 
Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) by 9 December 2016. 

3.5 The Meeting highlighted that OPENRISK methods will be developed under the general guidance 
of the RESPONSE WG as well as in close cooperation with the other regional PPR organisations (especially 
but not limited to REMPEC, BONN agreement, Copenhagen Agreement). 

3.6 The Meeting took note that the Norwegian Coastal Administration has initiated in October 2016 
a project on a dynamic accident risk assessment module to its havbase.no service (Presentation 2), that this 
project will be working in parallel with, and has very similar aims as, OPENRISK and that the two projects 
have established contact and will be working closely during the next years to maximise synergies. 

3.7 The Meeting highlighted that the Norwegian project will mainly focus on dynamic risk 
assessments based on AIS data while the OPENRISK project has this element but also includes VTS/SRS 
reports as well as other material which can be valuable for validating AIS based risk assessment algorithms. 
The Meeting took note that the tools which will be used by OPENRISK for this purpose are used regularly in 
civil aviation and have been widely recognised as robust and easy to use. 

3.8 The Meeting took note that the members of the RESPONSE Working Group will be invited to the 
project main events including the four inter-regional workshops planned to be organised under the project 
(document 3-2) and the draft outcomes will be submitted to the RESPONSE meetings for commenting. 

3.9 The Meeting took note that the project will focus on methods for finding high risk areas for 
accident risk as well as on available tools for reducing such risks, as these are needed for any further work on 

http://maps.helcom.fi/website/HELCOMexplorer/index.html
mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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spill risk assessment. A separate initiative on shoreline and environmental sensitivity would be needed to 
have all the elements for a full scale regional risk assessment. 

3.10 The Meeting highlighted the need for a separate project on the sensitivity of the Baltic Sea 
environment and coastal societies to spills.  

3.11 The Meeting recalled the previous project on spill risk assessment in the Baltic Sea region, 
HELCOM BRISK, presented by Mr. Jorma Rytkönen (Presentation 3) and that it was completed in 2012 based 
AIS data from the period 2008-2009. 

3.12 The Meeting requested that the envisaged OPENRISK test run/pilot in the Baltic Sea would 
especially look for changes in the traffic patterns and spill risks since the BRISK project baseline data (2009). 

3.13 The Meeting took note of the national research project on the risk reducing effect of GOFREP, 
carried out by Finland. 

3.14 The Meeting took note that Swedish Coast Guard carries out risk assessments on an annual basis 
as part of a national task. A compilation report on risk assessments has been published this year 
https://www.msb.se/RibData/Filer/pdf/28046.pdf (only in Swedish). 

3.15 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Valtteri Laine on renewal of the HELCOM 
accident reports (Presentation 4). 

3.16 The Meeting agreed to use the revised HELCOM accident data 2010-2014 (document 3-4) when 
presenting within HELCOM time series trends of accidents in the Baltic Sea and its sub-basins. The Contracting 
Parties are invited to submit details on any response operations measures connected to the accidents 
included in document 3-4-att to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) by the end of 2016. 

3.17 The Meeting took note that the HELCOM Assessment on Maritime Activities has experienced 
delays due to processing of AIS data but the Secretariat aims to submit a draft to the relevant groups by the 
end of the month. 

3.18 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of the Sixth Meeting of the HELCOM Group of Experts 
on Safety of Navigation (SAFE NAV 7-2016) held on 29 October 2016 in Denmark (document 3-3) and that 
the next meeting of the group (SAFE NAV 8-2017) will most likely take place at the Arlanda airport, Sweden, 
on 28 September 2017. 

3.19 The Meeting took note that a revised and expanded version of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Clean 
Shipping Guide 2016 has been published in September 2016 (document 3-1). The Meeting took note that the 
Secretariat welcomes any corrections or updates to the Guide and that the online pdf version online can be 
updated regularly. 

3.20 The Meeting recalled that the CG STS under MARITIME WG has not completed its work, has 
been re-established and will continue working in 2017 (c.f 2.2). 

Agenda Item 4  Matters related to recent response operations 

Documents: 4-1, 4-1-att Rev, 4-2 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the recent response operations in Denmark, 
Finland, Germany, Poland, Russia and Sweden on the template drafted by RESPONSE 21-2016 (document 4-
1-att Rev). 

4.2 The Meeting took note of the information by EMSA that not all spills are reported in document 
4-1-att Rev when comparing with information from CleanSeaNet. 

4.3 The Meeting considered the reporting template and welcomed the offer by the Chair and the 
Secretariat to provide some further guidance to filling in the template. The renewed template will be 
circulated in advance to RESPONSE 23-2017 be used for reporting. 

https://www.msb.se/RibData/Filer/pdf/28046.pdf
mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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4.4 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 identified the need to compile a list of response 
operations at sea and on the shore, and lessons learnt from these operations, which have been carried out 
since 1995 (if feasible since 1974). 

4.5 The Meeting welcomed the initiative by the Secretariat to compile historical data series from 
the old minutes of Response related working groups in the Secretariat archives to be submitted to RESPONSE 
23-2017. The Contracting Parties are still invited to submit any easily available information on historical data 
series of significant spills since not all information has necessarily been reported to the Secretariat or 
recorded to meeting outcomes in sufficient detail. 

4.6 The Meeting welcomed the report on accidents in Sweden and abroad 1978-2003 provided by 
Sweden (in Swedish) (document 4-2). 

Agenda Item 5  National preparedness at sea and on shore 

Documents:  5-1, 5-1-add, 5-1-add 

5.1 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 decided to use a reporting template suggested by 
EWG SHORE 12-2016 for reporting national developments including at sea, on shore, and oiled wildlife 
response to RESPONSE 22-2016 (document 5-1), and decided to use it also in upcoming meetings, recalling 
that in some cases reporting orally may be more convenient. 

5.2 The Meeting took note of the following information on national preparedness at sea and on 
shore: 

- Denmark: Procurement process for further shallow water capacity, according to BRISK 
recommendations, is ongoing and it should be operational in 2018. There will be 18 vessels plus 
storage capacity for recovered products to be stationed around Denmark on Danish Emergency 
Management Agency’s (DEMA) facilities who have a very high readiness watch system. Vessels will 
be transferred to polluted area by truck to nearest port. The coastline of Jutland, Sealand and all 
islands connected with a bridge can be reached within two hours from alarm. Bornholm has three 
vessels stationed and therefore also reachable within two hours. An investigation whether 
outsourcing would be beneficial has been completed. As it turned out that the response capacity 
should not be outsourced a tender process is being prepared. The new vessels are expected to be 
operational no later than 2020. Mobile environmental inspection teams operate an intrinsically safe 
(“ATEX”) camera for collecting evidence. The new cameras equipped with cell phones should be 
acquired early 2017. A containerized Vessels of Opportunity system consisting of one power pack 
container and three containers each consisting of 200 metres of 2-metre-high booms has completed 
testing and is expected to be fully operational by early 2017. Containers are standard 10ft containers. 

- Estonia: The new Estonian response vessel should be operational in 2018. 

- EU: DG ECHO is working on the new CECIS database of resources as agreed by the intersecretariat 
meeting and estimated to be updated by end of 2017. EMSA has implemented the Equipment 
Assistance Service (EAS) deposit in the Baltic Sea, close to Gdansk (document 13-1, Presentation 5). 

- Finland: The new Finnish multipurpose ice breaker, prepared for oil response in ice conditions, is 
operational. There is currently no contract for its use during summertime. A new national strategy 
for preparedness and response is being prepared and will be ready in one year.  

- Germany: No new information since the last meeting. 

- Latvia: No new information since the last meeting. 

- Lithuania: A procurement process for a new response vessel will start in 2020.  

- Poland: The process of buying a new response vessel has started with an EU wide bidding round. The 
process aims to have a new vessel operational in 2018. 

- Russia: No new information since the last meeting. 
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- Sweden: Ongoing reorganization of the administration which however has no effect on placement of 
ships and equipment. The Coast Guard has received a wider legal mandate on policing and 
investigations effective from 2017 (document 5-1-add). 

5.3 The Meeting discussed the reporting template and the Contracting Parties agreed to use the 
template for compiling national developments for RESPONSE 23-2017, recalled that once inserted the same 
report can be submitted to subsequent meetings with revisions needed only for new developments and that 
the section on highlights for the HELCOM website enables the Secretariat to publish national information 
correctly. 

Agenda Item 6  Sub-regional co-operation 

Documents: 6-1 

6.1 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 agreed to start the revision of the 
Recommendation 28E/12 with streamlining terminology and wordings and take concrete capacity figures in 
the response regions as a second step and also recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 further established a 
Response WG Correspondence Group on the revision of Recommendation 28E/12 under the coordination of 
Finland with the task to provide a draft of a revised Recommendation 28E/12 to RESPONSE 22-2016. 

6.2 The Meeting considered and agreed in principle to the proposal by Finland on the way forward 
on the regional minimum response capacity figures as included in Attachment 1 of document 6-1 
acknowledging that the revised Recommendation should be phrased in such a way that it does not violate 
national sovereignty on determining the level of national capacity. 

6.3 The Meeting agreed to re-establish the Correspondence Group on the revision of 
Recommendation 28E/12 in order to make a revision proposal for RESPONSE 23-2017 based on the document 
6-1 and other material and welcomed the offer by Denmark to lead the correspondence work using the 
RESPONSE contact points for circulation of drafts in advance of RESPONSE 23-2017. 

Agenda Item 7  Response on the shore and wildlife response 

Documents: 7-1, 7-2, 7-3, 7-4, 7-5 

7.1 The Meeting took note that HELCOM HOD 50-2016 adopted the revised Terms of Reference for 
prolongation of the work of EWG OWR until the end of 2017. 

7.2 The Meeting took note of the outcomes of the Fifth and Sixth online meetings of the HELCOM 
Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG OWR 5-2016 and EWG OWR 6-2016) held on 16 June 
2016 and 7 October 2016, respectively and targets of the group for 2017 presented by Mr. Hugo Nijkamp 
(document 7-2, Presentation 6). The next meeting of the Group is planned to be held as an online meeting 
in January 2017. 

7.3 The Meeting endorsed the plan to have a Baltic Oiled Wildlife networking meeting as part of the 
EWG OWR activities, tentatively planned for autumn 2017 in Germany. 

7.4 The Meeting considered the draft regional progress report on OWR based on material collected 
by the oiled wildlife preparedness self-assessment tool and country descriptions (document 7-5, 
Presentation 6), agreed to publish it as a HELCOM publication after the necessary editorial work by the 
Secretariat in consultation with the Chairs of RESPONSE and the EWG OWR. 

7.5 The Contracting Parties are invited to submit amendments to the national information included 
in document 7-5 to the Secretariat (susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi) by 18 November 2017. 

7.6 The Meeting took note of the invitation by WWF to the Contracting Parties to become a partner 
in a planned regional project on oiled wildlife response and to inform WWF and the Chair of EWG OWR of 
interest in the project. 

http://www.helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2028E-12.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2028E-12.pdf
mailto:susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi
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7.7 The Meeting took note of the activities in the EUROWA project related to oiled wildlife response 
as presented by Mr. Hugo Nijkamp (Presentation 7). 

7.8 The Meeting took note of the Thirteenth meeting of the HELCOM Expert Working Group on 
Response on the Shore (EWG SHORE 13-2016) held on 22 September 2016 (document 7-1). 

7.9 The Meeting recalled that the mandate for EWG SHORE will terminate in the end of 2016. 
RESPONSE 21-2016 agreed that continued work on on-shore response should take place within HELCOM in 
some forum, reporting to Response WG  

7.10 The Meeting considered the options for continuing the work on response on the shore based 
on the proposals of EWG SHORE presented by Ms. Sonja Dobo (document 7-4, Presentation 8), supported 
the option of a permanent sub-group on response on shore, drafted and approved Terms of Reference 
(ToR) for such a group as included in Annex 2 and requested the Secretariat to submit the ToR to HOD 51-
2016 for adoption. 

7.11 The Meeting considered the revised HELCOM Response Manual Volume III on response to 
pollution incidents on the shore (document 7-3, Presentation 8) and concluded as follows: 

- There is no need to add text on updating the Manual Volume III since updating the HELCOM 
Response Manual as a whole is included in the Terms of Reference of the RESPONSE Working 
Group. 

- The bullet point in chapter 2 about considering international aspects when carrying out SCAT should 
be deleted. 

- The reference to multiannual HELCOM RESPONSE Exercise Plan mentioned in chapter 4.3 should be 
moved to Manual Volume I, Chapter 10 as a new Section 10.6. 

- The term “Baltic Sea Protected Areas (BPAs)” in chapter 1.2 should be replaced with “coastal and 
marine Baltic Sea protected areas (HELCOM MPAs)” 

- For items in the equipment list (Annex 1) which have no defined cost, the cost can be omitted. 

- EU will provide a text for EU section of (Annex 1). 

- EU, Lithuania and Russia are invited to submit missing information or a clarifying text for the 
purposes of the annexes by 22 November 2017 to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi). 
Otherwise the text “Information could not be delivered” will be retained. 

7.12 The Meeting agreed to the revised Manual III, with the changes specified in paragraph 7.11, and 
requested the Secretariat to submit the revised HELCOM Response Manual Volume III on response to 
pollution incidents on the shore to HOD 51-2016 for endorsement. 

7.13 The Meeting thanked the EWG SHORE and especially Chair of the EWG, Ms. Sonja Dobo, Sweden 
for successfully completing the tasks in the Terms of Reference of the EWG SHORE including drafting the 
revised Response Manual III submitted to the Meeting (Presentation 8). 

7.14 The Meeting highlighted that there is a lot of new material on species and habitats collected 
within the HELCOM framework for monitoring and assessment purposes that could be used in Baltic-wide 
sensitivity mapping to be developed within a dedicated project. 

7.15 The Meeting took note that a fourth EU joint civil protection -marine pollution workshop is not 
planned at the moment due to the lack of input from Member States. 

Agenda Item 8  Wrecks and other submerged hazardous objects 

Documents: 8-1-rev, 8-2, 8-3 

8.1 The Meeting took note of the outcomes of the Fourth (SUBMERGED 4-2016 held on 12-14 April 
2016) and Fifth (SUBMERGED 5-2016 held on 4-6 October 2016) meetings of the HELCOM Expert Group on 

mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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environmental risks of hazardous submerged objects and the presentation by Mr. Jorma Rytkönen 
(document 8-1-rev, Presentation 9). 

8.2 The Meeting took note that HOD 50-2016 approved the prolongation of the work of 
SUBMERGED until the end of 2018 with the change that for clarity the Group moves from standing Chairs to 
topic chairmanship, using the currently identified topic leads (munitions: Germany and Poland, wrecks: 
Finland) as rotating Chairs. 

8.3 The Meeting took note of the activities related to wrecks as presented (document 8-3, 
Presentation 9) and invited the Contacting parties that have not yet submitted the requested information to 
complete the questionnaire on hazardous wrecks (document 8-2, Attachment 1).  

8.4 The Meeting further stressed the importance that the Contracting Parties submit data on 
hazardous wrecks for the purposes of the SUBMERGED and other HELCOM assessments according to 
specifications provided in Attachment 2 of document 8-2 to the designated SUBMERGED data coordinator 
Sweden (gunnar.moller@mil.se). Currently only Sweden and Poland have provided wreck data for the 
purposes of the SUBMERGED assessment and progress on wrecks is difficult without that information. 

8.5 The Meeting took note of the comment by Latvia that several wreck registers exist in the country 
but no polluting wrecks have been identified. As all the wreck data is not public in Latvia it can be submitted 
to HELCOM as far as it complies with the national legislation.   

8.6 The Meeting highlighted that the primary aim is not to publish detailed wreck data but instead 
generate gridded data on the frequency of hazardous wrecks in the Baltic Sea. If submission of raw detailed 
wreck data is not possible due to reasons related to protection of underwater cultural heritage or security 
the country in question can be provided with instructions on how to generate gridded GIS data, as well as 
summaries on the numbers of high risk wrecks, and then submit only the data product to the HELCOM 
process. The Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) can be contacted for this guidance. 

8.7 The Meeting took note of the following national information on wrecks: 

− in Swedish waters three wrecks will be emptied of oil in the near future. One of these wrecks is in 
the Stockholm archipelago area, Baltic Sea and two on the west coast of Sweden. 

− Finland will check 10 wrecks in 2017 but at this point no decision has been made to empty them. 

− Lithuania participated in CHEMSEA project activities on mapping dumped munitions in its national 
waters. 

8.8 The Meeting endorsed the recommendation by SUBMERGED 4 that HELCOM should consider 
continuing the HELCOM dataset on encounters with chemical and conventional munitions based on the draft 
data format included in Annex 3 of the SUBMERGED 4-2016 outcome and requested the Secretariat to submit 
the proposal for HOD approval. 

8.9 The Meeting further requested the Secretariat for this purpose to be in contact with Germany, 
as the munitions lead of SUBMERGED, in order to receive the latest version of the data reporting format.  

Agenda Item 9  Remote Sensing 

9.1 Aerial surveillance 

Documents: 9.1-1, 9.1-2, 9.1-3, 9.1-4, 9.2-1 

9.1 The Meeting took note that Poland hosted a Mini CEPCO over international waters between 
Poland and Sweden on 17 May 2016 (document 9.1-1). 

9.2 As the Lead Country of IWGAS 2017-2018, Sweden informed that the meeting of IWGAS 2017, 
which was tentatively planned for week 10 (6-10 March 2017) will probably be moved to a later date. 

9.3 The Meeting recalled that scheduling of CEPCOs should follow what has been agreed and as 
specified in the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7: Super CEPCO Flights are biannual CEPCO 

mailto:gunnar.moller@mil.se
mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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flights with duration of several days. Super CEPCOs are coordinated with the BONN Agreement in order to 
ensure that one Super CEPCO is organized each year in either the Baltic Sea or the North Sea. Every second 
year, when there is no Super CEPCO in the Baltic Sea, a CEPCO North and a CEPCO South Flight with duration 
of 24 hours or more are carried out. 

9.4 The Meeting took note that there is no official report on the North Sea Super CEPCO organized 
in autumn 2016 available yet. 

9.5 The Meeting took note that Sweden cannot host a Super CEPCO in 2017. 

9.6 The Meeting recalled that HOD 49-2015 (10-11 December 2015) adopted the core indicator on 
oil spills affecting the marine environment with some changes to figure 1 and that the indicator would be 
updated with 2011-2015 data. 

9.7 The Meeting considered the updated core indicator on oil spills (document 9.1-2), decided that 
the core indicator name should be changed to “Operational oil spills from ships” and endorsed the indicator 
evaluation for the assessment period 2011-2015 inter alia for the purposes of HOLAS II. 

9.8 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Jorma Rytkönen on project Airborne 
Monitoring Tools for the Arctic and the Baltic Sea Environment (UAV-ARCTIC) (Presentation 10, document 
9.1-3). 

9.9 The Meeting took note of Finnish Border Guards aircraft modifications (9.1-4). 

9.2 Use of satellites for detecting illegal discharges 

Documents: 9.2-1 

9.10 The Meeting took note of the EMSA CleanSeaNet Service statistics for HELCOM region covering 
the period 1 January 2016-30 September 2016 presented by EMSA (document 9.2-1, Presentation 11). 

9.3 STW/AIS/SAT model 

Documents: 9.3-1 

9.11 The Meeting took note that lately Poland has made a contract with the Swedish Meteorological 
and Hydrological Institute (SMHI) on the Seatrack Web (STW). Latvia and Finland have ongoing contract 
negotiations with SMHI. 

9.4 Investigation and prosecution of offenders of anti-pollution regulations 

Documents: 9.4-1 

9.12 The Meeting took note that ENPRO has in January 2016 revised the “Manual on prosecuting 
environmental crime in the Baltic Sea region” which has also been made available on the HELCOM website. 

9.13 EMSA/EU informed that a workshop on “Oil fingerprinting and the work of the Oil Spill 
Identification Network (OSINet)” has been organized and a new EMSA correspondence group has been 
established to address oil spill sampling and oil identification. The group will develop a training curriculum 
on oil sampling and practical Guidelines on oil spill sampling and oil identification (document 13-1). 

Agenda Item 10  Other developments in response strategies and equipment 

10.1 HNS Response 

Documents: 10.1-1, 10.1-2, 10.1-3 

10.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Germany that its work as Lead Country to draft 
material for the HELCOM Task Group on the revision of the HELCOM Response Manual Volume II on response 
to accidents at sea involving spills of hazardous substances and loss of packaged dangerous goods (TG HNS 
MANUAL) has not progressed as planned. Due to change in employment the German Chair of the HNS 
MANUAL is no longer available, unsuccessful attempts have been made to find a new Chair and likely a new 
Lead Country should be found for activity. 

http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/Manual%20on%20prosecuting%20environmental%20crime%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20region%2C%20ENPRO%202016.pdf
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10.2 The Meeting regretted the long delay in updating the Manual volume II and requested the 
Secretariat to call for a meeting of TG HNS MANUAL during spring 2017 before RESPONSE 23 to assess the 
possibilities of the Contracting Parties to carry out the revision and to recommend RESPONSE on the next 
steps.  

10.3 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on project ChemSAR (document 10.1-3). 

10.4 The Meeting acknowledged that there would be some benefits to carry out revision of Manual 
Volume II at the same time as the ChemSAR project is running, but recalled that ChemSAR project has to 
focus on saving human lives and not on matters relevant for Manual II (response of spills from ships). 

10.5 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on upcoming ChemSAR project partner 
and steering group meeting in January 2017 in Sweden. 

10.6 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on project EKOMON on environmental 
effects of chemical spills from ships (document 10.1-1) and the upcoming request to distribute information 
on the project events to the relevant research organizations in the countries, for their possible participation. 

10.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on projects GRACE and OILRES (document 
10.1-2).  

10.8 The Meeting took note of information presented by EMSA on MAR-ICE Network and MAR-CIS 2 
project (Presentation 5, document 13-1) and that the work of a new correspondence group working on a 
training course on HNS response has not yet started. 

10.9 The Meeting took note that no national developments on HNS response manuals have taken 
place since the last meeting. 

10.2 Response to oil in ice 

Documents: 10.2-1, 10.2-2 

10.10 The Meeting took note that Finland is arranging a small full scale exercise in the end of January 
2017 (document 10.2-1).  

10.11 The Meeting took note of the Finnish equipment for oil spill response in ice (document 10.3-1). 

10.12 Sweden informed that they are modernizing their equipment for oil spill response in ice in the 
Bay of Bothnia and equipping a vessel with same type of Sternmax device as is used in Finland. 

10.3 Places of Refuge 

Documents: none 

10.13 EMSA/EU informed that Norway will host the “SCOPE” exercise in 2017 co-financed by EU (DG 
ECHO) and that this exercise will include a component on place of refuge. 

10.4 Response at night/in bad visibility  

Documents: none 

10.14 EMSA/EU informed that they will consider studying differences in the detection abilities of oil 
radars for the purposes of EMSA vessels.  

10.5 Emergency towing 

Documents: none 

10.15 Finland informed that the new Finnish ice breaker POLARIS can also be used for emergency 
towing. 

10.6 Use of dispersants 

Documents: none 

10.16 The Meeting did not discuss the use of dispersants. 
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Agenda Item 11  Exercises 

Documents: 11-1, 11-2, 11-3, 11-4 

11.1 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Igor Kuzmenko and a video on BALEX DELTA 
2016 (Presentation 12), which was held on June 20-22 2016, in the Lithuanian territorial waters in the vicinity 
of Port of Klaipeda and the EET reports by Lithuania, Poland and Russia (document 11-4). 

11.2 The Meeting took note that more information on the shore response exercise conducted as part 
of BALEX DELTA 2016 can be provided by the Klaipeda city fire and rescue service (igor.kuzmenko@mil.lt).  

11.3 The Meeting took note that due to the internet servers Lithuania had problems with emails as 
means to exchange POLREP messages and plans to use a computer with an additional & separate internet 
provider to overcome similar problems.  

11.4 The Meeting recalled that according to decision by RESPONSE 15-2012 the host for BALEX DELTA 
up to 2021 are Russia 2017, Sweden 2018, Denmark 2019, Estonia 2020 and Finland 2021. 

11.5 The Meeting recalled the decision by RESPONSE 20-2015 that starting from BALEX DELTA 2017 
the exercises will be held in August. 

11.6 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Vitaly Tsykhotskiy on BALEX DELTA 2017 
(Presentation 13). The exercise is planned for first two weeks of August 2017 in the Kaliningrad area. 

11.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on BALEX DELTA 2018 and that co-
financing for this exercise have been applied from and granted by EU DG ECHO. Partners of this exercise 
project are Swedish Coast Guard, SYKE, HELCOM and Maritime Search and Rescue Service (SAR Poland), MSB 
and Administrative Board of Skåne. The exercise will include both seagoing and on shore components but 
they will be conducted in two different areas in southern Sweden.  

11.8  The Meeting agreed that Sweden, Chair and the Secretariat will make a first draft of the 
HELCOM Response Exercise Plan and submit it to RESPONSE 23-2017.  

11.9 The Meeting welcomed the offer of Sweden to host a meeting on the HELCOM Response 
Exercise Plan in 18 January in Stockholm, Sweden. Sweden is also prepared to support a meeting taking place 
in another country.  

11.10 The Meeting stressed that while regional prioritization is a positive thing to ensure that the full 
potential of the HELCOM exercises is utilised, the plan should leave a degree of freedom for the host country 
to plan the exercise to correspond to their national priorities. 

11.11 The Meeting considered and confirmed the list of response vessels in the HELCOM Fleet and the 
updated list of surveillance aircraft (document 11-1 and 11-1-att). 

11.12 The Meeting took note of revised HELCOM flag rules adopted inter-sessionally as contained in 
document 11-2. 

11.13 The Meeting took note of the information on oil combating exercise PREDICT2016 in Finland 
presented by Ms. Heli Haapasaari and Ms. Vanessa Ryan (document 11-3, Presentations 14 and 15) and also 
other exercises by Finland. 

11.14 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on an exercise in 2016 between Sweden 
and Finland under the Copenhagen Agreement including seagoing, shallow water, diving and ship-to-ship 
transport components. An annual exercise under the Copenhagen Agreement is arranged between Sweden, 
Denmark and Norway. 

11.15 Sweden and EU informed of the SCOPE exercise, co-funded by the 2016 DG ECHO call for 
exercise projects, which will take place during the week starting from 25 September 2017 in Norway and that 
observers will be welcome. 
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Agenda Item 12  HELCOM Recommendations and Response Manual 

Documents: 12-1, 12-1-att1, 12-2-att2, 12-2 

12.1 The Meeting checked the national contact information included in Chapter 1 of HELCOM 
Response Manual Volume I (document 12-2). 

12.2 The Meeting took note of the comment by the EU that the coastal countries which are also 
members of the EU should also update the similar contact information in CECIS Marine Pollution. 

12.3 The Meeting approved the new Chapter 7.7.2 Joint standard annual reporting format for 
HELCOM and Bonn Agreement on illegal discharges observed during aerial and satellite surveillance in 
HELCOM Response Manual Volume I (document 12-2). 

12.4 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 confirmed the borders of the response sub-
regions and requested the Secretariat to include the map and the definitions to HELCOM Response Manual 
after the agreed changes.  

12.5 The Meeting took note of the four Baltic sub-regions included in the revised Chapter 2 of the 
HELCOM Response Manual (pp. 9 & 10 of Chapter 2), and confirmed the new name “Response Cooperation 
Zones” of these areas to avoid confusion with the areas under sub-regional agreements. 

12.6 The Meeting agreed to change the caption under 2.3 to “Map 4. Indicative HELCOM response 
cooperation zones and EEZs.” 

12.7 The Meeting requested the Chair and the Secretariat to make a suggestion on how to move 
forward with streamlining of the Response Manual, and present a proposal for RESPONSE 23-2017. 

12.8 The Meeting recalled that the Chair of TG POLREP presented in RESPONSE 21-2016 a proposal 
on how a regional SafeSeaNet window for electronic transmission of POLREPs could be generated cost 
efficiently based on the Latvian national SafeSeaNet software. 

12.9 The Meeting welcomed the information that Russia was willing to participate in a demonstration 
of the CECIS and SafeSeaNet systems and based on this consider the use of these POLREP transmission 
channels for HELCOM POLREPs. DG ECHO and EMSA will explore the possibility to invite Russia to the planned 
training next spring. 

12.10 The Meeting requested Russia to provide feedback at the RESPONSE 23-2017 on the experiences 
with CECIS and SafeSeaNet for transmitting HELCOM POLREP messages. 

12.11 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 took note of the currently valid HELCOM 
Recommendations in the field of Maritime and Response Working Group and the ongoing process to update 
them and highlighted that Recommendation 18/2 on offshore activities and 20/5 on oil terminals are in need 
of revision. 

12.12 The Meeting considered the revision of Recommendation 18/2 on offshore activities and 20/5 
on oil terminals (documents 12-1, 12-1-att1 and 12-1-att2) and agreed to consider these revisions during 
later meetings. 

Agenda Item 13  Activities within other organizations and initiatives 

Documents: 13-1, 13-2, 13-3 

13.1 The Meeting took note of the status of the Norway-led IMO initiative towards a “Guide on 
practical method to implement the OPRC Convention” and the related outcome of IMO MEPC 70 (October 
2017) (document 13-3). 

13.2 The Meeting took note of the Tabletop Exercise (TTX) of the Agreement on Cooperation on 
Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response in the Arctic (MOSPA), which was led by the United States 
(U.S.) Coast Guard’s Office for Marine Environmental Response Policy in partnership with the members of 
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the Arctic Council working group on Emergency Prevention, preparedness and Response EPPR, that was held 
in June in Canada, Montreal (document 13-2). 

13.3 The Meeting took note of the information by EMSA on their activities in 2016 and proposed new 
projects (document 13-1). 

13.4 The Meeting took note that the IMO Secretariat has contacted the HELCOM Secretariat in order 
to organize a joint HELCOM-IMO workshop on London Convention and welcomed the idea of organizing the 
joint HELCOM-IMO workshop in the Baltic Sea region during autumn 2017. 

Agenda Item 14  Any other business 

Documents: 14-1, 14-2-rev 

14.1 The Meeting updated the list of contact addresses and Observers of the Response Working 
Group (document 14-1) as contained in Annex 3. 

14.2 The Meeting considered and updated a preliminary list of HELCOM and other meetings in 2016 
of relevance to Response Working Group. 

14.3 The Meeting took note of the information from EU that Malta, as part of its EU Chairmanship, 
will organise a workshop on pollution preparedness and its civil protection dimensions. A session on new 
technologies has been planned and if the coastal countries of the Baltic Sea would be interested to be 
involved that would be welcome. 

Agenda Item 15  Future work and meetings 

Documents: 15-1 

15.1 The Meeting took note of the Work Plan of the Response Working Group 2014-2016 (document 
15-1). 

15.2 The Meeting drafted a new Work Plan for 2017-2018 as contained in Annex 4 and invited the 
Secretariat to submit it to HOD 51-2016 for adoption. 

15.3 The Meeting decided that the next meeting of the Group (RESPONE 23-2017) will be tentatively 
held in June 2017 and welcomed the kind offer by Finland to host the meeting in Helsinki. 

15.4 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Lithuania to host one of the two RESPONSE meetings in 
2018. 

15.5 The Meeting re-elected Ms. Heli Haapasaari as the Chair of RESPONSE and Mr. Ojars Gerke and 
Mr. Alexander Buexhoveden as Vice-Chairs of RESPONSE for 2017-2018. 

15.6 The Meeting took note of the information that Mr. Bernt Stedt, Sweden, former Chair of 
HELCOM RESPONSE will not attend HELCOM RESPONSE in the future. The Meeting thanked him for his 
dedication and contributions to the Baltic Sea Response cooperation as Chair and Response Head of 
Delegation of Sweden and wished him success in his future endeavors. 

15.7 The Meeting thanked Latvian Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development 
and the Latvian State Environmental Service for hosting the Meeting in Riga and for all the hospitality. 

Agenda Item 16  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents:  16-1 

16.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting as contained in document 16-1. 

16.2 The final Outcome of the Meeting has been finalized by the Secretariat and made available on 
the HELCOM Meeting Portal together with the documents and presentation given during the Meeting.
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Annex 1 List of Participants 
Representing Name Organisation Email address  
Chair Heli Haapasaari Chair of the RESPONSE heli.haapasaari@environment.fi 
Denmark Torben Ivarsen Naval Staff, Defence Command Denmark pol.con.den@mil.dk 
Denmark Mathias Buch Naval Staff, Defence Command Denmark pol.con.den@mil.dk 
Estonia Marit Mätik Ministry of the Interior marit.matik@siseministeerium.ee  

Estonia Priit Saar Police and Border Guard Board priit.saar@politsei.ee  
European Union Asta Mackeviciute European Commission DG ECHO asta.mackeviciute@ec.europa.eu 
European Union Walter Nordhausen European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) walter.nordhausen@emsa.europa.eu 
Finland Magnus Nyström Ministry of the Environment magnus.nystrom@environment.fi 
Finland Jorma Rytkönen Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) jorma.rytkonen@ymparisto.fi 
Finland Seppo Häkkinen Finnish Border Guard seppo.hakkinen@raja.fi 
Germany Michael Akkermann Central Command for Maritime Emergencies makkermann@havariekommando.de 
Germany Jörg Berner Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) JBerner@havariekommando.de 

Germany Jens Rauterberg Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) jrauterberg@havariekommando.de  
Latvia Laura Mazmaca State Environmental Service laura.mazmaca@vvd.gov.lv 
Latvia Evija Smite State Environmental Service evija.smite@vvd.gov.lv 
Latvia Janis Urtans State Environmental Service janis.urtans@vvd.gov.lv 
Latvia Ojārs Gerke Latvian Coast Guard Service ojars.gerke@mrcc.lv 
Latvia Ričards Buners Latvian Coast Guard Service ricards.buners@mil.lv 
Lithuania Igor Kuzmenko Lithuanian NAVY igor.kuzmenko@mil.lt 
Poland Joanna Lyjak Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation joanna.ignasiak@mgm.gov.pl 
Poland Maciej Grzonka Maritime Search and Rescue Service maciej.grzonka@sar.gov.pl 
Poland Wojciech Wasowski Maritime Office Gdynia wojciech.wasowski@umgdy.gov.pl 
Poland Erwin Mazur State Fire Service e2erwinmazur@gmail.com 
Russia Sergey Saveliev Baltic branch of MRC tsvi@pasp.ru 
Russia Vitaly Tsykhotskiy MRCC Kaliningrad basu.ss@yandex.ru 
Sweden Bernt Stedt Swedish Coast Guard bernt.stedt@coastguard.se 
Sweden Sonja Dobo Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) sonja.dobo@msb.se 
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Observer Hugo Nijkamp Sea Alarm hugo.nijkamp@sea-larm.org 
Observer Vanessa Ryan WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature) vanessa.ryan@wwf.fi 
Invited guest Valtteri Laine OPENRISK project valtteri.laine@trafi.fi 
HELCOM Secretariat Hermanni Backer Professional Secretary hermanni.backer@helcom.fi 
HELCOM Secretariat Susanna Kaasinen Agri-Environment Coordinator susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi 
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Document WP 1 

 

Outcome of the Drafting Group on EWG SHORE 9 November 2016 

 

RESPONSE 22 Outcome Annex 2 

 

[REVISED] TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE HELCOM EXPERT COORDINATION NETWORK ON RESPONSE 
ON THE SHORE (HELCOM SHORE network) 

 

A. Purpose of the group 

 

SHORE network will: 

- form a long-term expert coordination network for response on shore in the Baltic Sea 
region, as a subgroup to HELCOM Response. 

- share knowledge and experiences regarding national developments.  
- aim for common visions and prioritizations regarding development of on-shore response 

in the Baltic Sea region. 
 

It is anticipated that based on the work of SHORE network, HELCOM Response will: 

− nominate Lead Countries for specific, temporary tasks related to on-shore response, in dialogue 
with the lead country of the SHORE network. 

− example of such tasks could be to draft and submit to HELCOM Response:  
o Proposals for updating of the relevant parts of the HELCOM Response Manual; 
o other proposals concerning the use of best practice concerning on shore response. 
o Proposals for prioritization of on shore exercise themes 

 

B. Institutional Arrangements 

 

SHORE network will: 

− be open for delegates nominated by Response Heads of Delegation of HELCOM Contracting 
Parties, and observer organisations. 

− it is anticipated that the nominated members of SHORE network act as a focal points for on-
shore related work in the CPs and form a link between the national stakeholders and HELCOM 
Response 

− elect for itself a lead country for two-year terms who will in turn nominate a chair.  
 

SHORE network lead country will:  

− arrange meetings when appropriate, from the outset once per year; 
− plan and chair the meetings, with support from the HELCOM secretariat.  
− report to the Response Group on outcomes of its Meetings 
− follow the HELCOM Rules of Procedure 
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Annex 3 Contact addresses of the HELCOM Response Working Group in the Contracting Parties  
*) Head of Delegation 

Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Chair Heli Haapasaari Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) heli.haapasaari@environment.fi  
Denmark Torben Iversen*) Naval Staff, Defence Command Denmark pol.con.den@mil.dk 

Estonia Marit Mätik *) Ministry of the Interior marit.matik@siseministeerium.ee  

Estonia Agnes Pilv Ministry of the Environment agnes.pilv@envir.ee  

Estonia Kaspar Anderson*) Ministry of the Environment kaspar.anderson@envir.ee  

Estonia Priit Saar Police and Border Guard Board priit.saar@politsei.ee  

European Union Asta Mackeviciute *) European Commission, DG ECHO  asta.mackeviciute@ec.europa.eu  

European Union Walter Nordhausen European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) walter.nordhausen@emsa.europa.eu 

European Union Sandro Nuccio European Commission, DG MOVE sandro.nuccio@ec.europa.eu  

Finland Magnus Nyström *) Ministry of the Environment magnus.nystrom@environment.fi  

Finland Niklas Karlman Government of Åland niklas.karlman@regeringen.ax  

Finland Jorma Rytkönen Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) jorma.rytkonen@ymparisto.fi  

Germany Jörg Berner*) Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) JBerner@havariekommando.de 

Germany Jens Rauterberg Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) jrauterberg@havariekommando.de  

Latvia Evija Smite *) State Environmental Service evija.smite@vvd.gov.lv  

Latvia/Vice-chair Ojars Gerke Latvian Coast Guard Service ojars.gerke@mrcc.lv  

Latvia Laura Mazmaca State Environmental Service laura.mazmaca@vvd.gov.lv  

Lithuania Igor Kuzmenko *) MRCC of the Lithuanian Navy igor.kuzmenko@mil.lt  

Poland Maciej Grzonka*) Maritime Search and Rescue Service maciej.grzonka@sar.gov.pl 
Poland Joanna Lyjak Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation  joanna.ignasiak@mgm.gov.pl 

Poland Wojciech Wasowski Maritime Office in Gdynia wojciech.wasowski@umgdy.gov.pl  

Poland Magdalena Wesolowska Maritime Office in Szczecin mwesolowska@ums.gov.pl  

Russia Natalia Kutaeva *) FBI "Marine Rescue Service of Rosmorrechflot"  kutaevang@morspas.com 
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Russia Andrey Bryksin FBI "Marine Rescue Service of Rosmorrechflot" briksinay@morspas.com 

Sweden Bernt Stedt *) Swedish Coast Guard bernt.stedt@coastguard.se  

Sweden/Vice-chair Alexander von Buxhoeveden Swedish Coast Guard alexander.von.buxhoeveden@coastguard.se  

Sweden Sonja Dobo Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) sonja.dobo@msb.se  
Sweden Mikael Wolfbrandt Ministry of Justice mikael.wolfbrandt@regeringskansliet.se  

 
Contact addresses of HELCOM Response Working Group in the Observer organizations 

Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC) Martina Kramer Landtag Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern 

europaausschuss@landtag-mv.de  

Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) Mikhail Durkin Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) mikhail.durkin@ccb.se 

European Boating Association (EBA) Emma Barton European Boating Association (EBA) emma.barton@rya.org.uk 

European Sea Ports Organisation (ESPO) Kirsti Tarnanen-Sariola Finnish Port Association kirsti.tarnanen-sariola@satamaliitto.fi  

European Community Shipowners' 
Association (ECSA) 

Benoit Loicq European Community Shipowners' 
Association (ECSA) 

Loicq@ecsa.eu  

KIMO International Arabelle Bentley KIMO International Secretariat Arabelle.Bentley@shetland.gov.uk 

OSPAR OSPAR Secretariat OSPAR Secretariat secretariat@ospar.org  

OSPAR/Bonn Agreement John Mouat OSPAR Secretariat john.mouat@ospar.org  

Bonn Agreement Alexander von Buxhoeveden Chair of BONN OTSOPA 
Swedish Coast Guard 

alexander.von.buxhoeveden@coastguard.se  

IMO/ Regional Marine Pollution Emergency 
Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea 
(REMPEC) 

Gabino Gonzalez REMPEC rempec@rempec.org 

Sea Alarm Hugo Nijkamp Sea Alarm Foundation nijkamp@sea-alarm.org  

WWF Katarzyna Pietrasik WWF Poland Kpietrasik@wwf.pl  

WWF Mattias Rust WWF Sweden mattias.rust@wwf.se  

WWF Vanessa Ryan WWF Finland vanessa.ryan@wwf.fi 
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Annex 4 Work Plan for HELCOM Response Working Group 2017-2018  
 
ACTION INTERSESSIONAL ACTIVITIES/ 

RESPONSIBLE 
RESULTS/ 
TIME FRAME 

Maintain and further develop the standing operational network for trans-national response in case of 
incidents 
Keep HELCOM Response Manual up 
to date including current 
Volume I (oil) as well as the new 
Volume III (response on the shore) 

Contracting Parties/Secretariat 
 
Intersessional work 

Continuously 
Scrutiny at HELCOM 
RESPONSE  

Improve the usability and ease of 
updating of HELCOM Response 
Manuals by exploring new electronic 
means of publishing including i.a. 
smartphone apps. 

Secretariat Continuously 
Scrutiny at HELCOM 
RESPONSE  

Consider complete revision of the 
HELCOM Response Manual (all 
Volumes) 

Contracting Parties 
 
 

First considerations at 
RESPONSE 23-2017 

Carry out a major revision of Volume 
II (chemicals) 

Contracting Parties/Secretariat 
TG HNS MANUAL 

 HELCOM RESPONSE 23-
2017 (possibly need for 
extension of the 
deadline) 

Develop HELCOM Response Exercise 
Plan 

Sweden, Chair & Secretariat Seminar to be organised 
in Stockholm during 
2017 (week 3 or 5) 
 
Draft to be considered 
at RESPONSE 23-2017 

Carry out operational and other kinds 
of exercises in order to train the 
topics included in the HELCOM 
Response Exercise Plan  
 

Lead Countries/Contracting Parties 
 
BALEX DELTA 2017: Lead Country 
Russia  
 
EETs to inform about the applicability 
of the evaluation framework 
developed for shore exercises  
 
Sweden to inform about BALEX 
DELTA 2018 
 
Other HELCOM and sub-regional 
exercises 
 
On shore response exercises and 
OWR exercises, which can be 
combined with other exercises, as 
appropriate. 

Annual activities  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EET of BALEX DELTA 
2017 
 
 
 
 
RESPONSE 24-2018 
 

Build and follow up new knowledge 
on dispersants’ use and applicability 
in the Baltic Sea 

Contracting Parties Continuously  

Implement a three-tier approach to ensure adequate response to incidents in the Baltic Sea Area, with a 
special focus on the second tier (sub-regional level) 
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Based upon national and regional risk 
assessments on oil and chemical 
pollution prepare concrete sub-
regional and regional targets for the 
response preparedness  

Contracting Parties 
 
Correspondence Group on HELCOM 
Rec 28E/12 led by Denmark 
 
 

Continuously 
 
CG to provide a 
proposal to RESPONSE 
23-2017 
 
 

Develop tools and methodology for 
regular regional assessments of 
maritime risks  

Contracting Parties 
RESPONSE 
MARITIME (SAFE NAV) 
OPENRISK project led by HELCOM 
(including wider cooperation with 
e.g. other regional seas conventions) 

 

Conclude/implement sub-regional 
agreements 

Contracting Parties Continuously 

Co-operate by conducting trainings 
and organizing exchange 
programmes to ensure swift and 
adequate response capacity to 
shoreline pollution and to develop 
best practices  

Contracting Parties 
RESPONSE 
Intersessional work  

Continuously 

Implement and update if needed 
Response Manual Volume III 
(response on the shore) 
 
 
Ensure that response on the shore is 
integrated with overall contingency 
planning 
 
Make proposals on how to improve 
access to national and regional 
information on sensitive areas and 
sensitive coasts 
 
Provide annual cross-border or 
international exercises 
 
Follow up the outcome of relevant 
projects 
 
Ensure wide participation 

Contracting Parties 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Intersessional work 

Continuously 
 
 

Carry out Baltic wide mapping of 
prioritised coastal areas (sensitivity 
mapping). 

Contracting Parties  
[Possible new project] 
 
 

- 

Integrate oiled wildlife response 
(OWR) into existing contingency 
plans  

Exchange of information on 
development of national OWR plans, 

Contracting Parties, Sea Alarm, WWF 
Finland and other stakeholders. 
 
Expert Working Group on Oiled 
Wildlife Response (EWG OWR) 2013-
2017 

Baltic Oiled Wildlife 
networking meeting 
2017 
 
 
Reports to RESPONSE  



RESPONSE 22-2016  
ANNEX 4 

 

 

Page 21 of 23 
 

authority-NGO cooperation, national 
trainings and exercises 

Develop OWR protocols and facilities 

Develop OWR preparedness and 
response 

Ensure wide participation 

Enhance co-operation with regard to places of refuge according to HELCOM Recommendation 31E/5 

Make the Mutual Plan for Places of 
Refuge operational and implemented 
within/through sub-regional 
agreements 

Contracting Parties 
 

Continuously 
Reports to RESPONSE 
and MARITIME 

Ratify the relevant compensation and 
liability conventions according to 
HELCOM Rec 31E/5 

Contracting Parties 
Secretariat to provide update of the 
ratification status of relevant 
conventions at each RESPONSE 
meeting 

Reports to RESPONSE 
and MARITIME 

Detection, investigation and prosecution of anti-pollution regulations 
Co-ordinate aerial surveillance flights 
and harmonize aerial surveillance 
with satellite surveillance 

IWGAS (Lead Country 2017-2018: 
Sweden) 
In co-operation with EMSA 
(CleanSeaNet) 

Meetings of IWGAS and 
RESPONSE  

Identify operational needs for 
satellite surveillance in each sub-
region of the Baltic 

IWGAS  Continuously  

Carry out CEPCO and other flights: Lead Countries/Contracting Parties 
 
No CEPCOs planned for 2017 
 
 
 
 

Annual activities 

Harmonize aerial surveillance 
reporting systems with Bonn 
Agreement area 

IWGAS  Continuously  

Maintain Seatrack Web/AIS/SAT for 
improved identification of possible 
polluters 

STW/AIS/SAT partnership Continuously  

Co-operate/assist and exchange 
experience in investigations  

Contracting Parties Continuously 

Co-operate with the Network of the 
Prosecutors on Environmental Crime 
(ENPRO) 

Contracting Parties/Secretariat Continuously 

Carry out information exchange about offshore activities to be able to respond to accidental spills from 
such installations 
Report on ongoing/planned offshore 
activities (exploration/exploitation) 

Contracting Parties When applicable 

Collect information/exchange experience/promote development and use of new technology and best 
practices 
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Collect and publish information on 
shipping accidents and response 
operations in the Baltic and their 
impact on marine environment 

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties in 
cooperation with HELCOM 
MARITIME  
Data flows from EMSA’s EMCIP to be 
established 

Annual report on 
shipping accidents in 
the Baltic 
 

Developing response related 
indicators and update the existing 
core indicator on spills 

RESPONSE and IWGAS Meetings of RESPONSE 

Keep track of studies on effects of 
and response to oil spills on the sea-
bed (sunken oil).   

RESPONSE Meetings of RESPONSE 

National and sub-regional reports on 
response operations and lessons 
learned 

Contracting Parties Meetings of RESPONSE  

Collect, compile and publish regional 
summaries of response operations 
and lessons learned using the format 
agreed at RESPONSE 21-2016  

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties 
 

Meetings of RESPONSE 
 
 
New chapter to be 
added to the Annual 
report on shipping 
accidents in the Baltic 
 

Collect information on observed 
deliberate, illegal oil discharges, 
other substances and unknown 
substances and related statistics 

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties Annual report on 
discharges observed 
during aerial 
surveillance 

Indicator on oil spills 

Update HELCOM map and data 
service with RESPONSE related 
information  

Further develop regional 
preparedness and response related 
services including HELCOM 
SeaTrackWeb, HELCOM AIS, HELCOM 
POLREP, HELCOM GIS towards a 
second generation HELCOM oil 
response information system  

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties Annually 
 
Meetings of RESPONSE 
 

Prepare a proposal to revise Rec. 36-
3 on POLREP  

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties 
CG POLREP 

Latest by June 2017 and 
continuously, as 
appropriate 

Exchange information with other 
regional agreements 

Chair/Secretariat  Meetings between 
regional agreements, 
EMSA and DG ECHO 

Enhance use and development of 
technology to respond to accidents 
at night, in bad visibility, in bad 
weather, oil on ice, accidents 
involving heavy oil, chemical 
incidents 

Contracting Parties  Meetings of RESPONSE 
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Collect and assess information on 
submerged hazardous objects 
including contaminated and 
potentially polluting wrecks and 
maintain work on dumped chemical 
munitions  

HELCOM Expert Group on 
Environmental Risks of Hazardous 
Submerged Objects (HELCOM 
SUBMERGED) 2014-2018 
 
 

Meetings of RESPONSE 

Thematic Assessment 
publication by 2018 

Synopsis to Maritime 
Assessment 

 


	Outcome of the 22nd Meeting of the  Response Working Group (RESPONSE 22-2016)
	Introduction  
	Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda
	1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda as contained in document 1-1.
	1.2 The Meeting agreed to consider the document 11-4 submitted after the established deadline.

	Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from HELCOM meetings
	2.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the 50th Meeting of HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD 50-2016, 15-16 June 2016) as follows:
	 welcomed the outcome of MEPC 69 that the Baltic Sea Special Area regulations under MARPOL Annex IV will be applied on or after 1 June 2021 for existing IMO-registered passenger ships. For new passenger ships, the regulations come into effect on or a...
	2.2 The Meeting took note of the outcome of 16th Meeting of the HELCOM Maritime Working Group (MARITIME 16-2016), Tallinn, Estonia, 6-8 September 2016 especially the two Correspondence Groups of RESPONSE relevance:
	- Correspondence Group on updating of HELCOM Recommendation 19/14 on a harmonized system of fines in case a ship violates anti-pollution regulations (CG FINES) was re-established and will report to MARITIME 17-2017.
	- Correspondence Group to revise HELCOM Recommendation 28/3 (CG STS) was re-established and will report to MARITIME 17-2017.
	2.3 The Meeting considered the new follow-up system of HELCOM ministerial commitments online (document 2-3) http://maps.helcom.fi/website/HELCOMexplorer/index.html and agreed on the status of implementation of the Response related actions as included ...
	2.4 The Meeting took note that outcomes of sub-groups under the Response Working Group and other relevant HELCOM groups will be considered under corresponding agenda items.

	Agenda Item 3  Maritime traffic
	3.1 The Meeting welcomed the information that the HELCOM-led project “Open-Source tools for regional risk assessments for improved European preparedness and response at sea” (OPENRISK) was approved for funding by DG ECHO on 9 September 2016 and will r...
	3.2 The Meeting welcomed Mr. Valtteri Laine who was involved in the application writing and will work for the OPENRISK project as part of the HELCOM Secretariat staff from January 2017.
	3.3 The Meeting recalled that the OPENRISK Project is not focused on carrying out another risk assessment for the Baltic Sea, but will instead develop a method for regular pollution preparedness and response related risk assessments, and more concrete...
	 Locating high risk areas using material such as VTS/SRS reports, accident data
	 Locating high risk areas using AIS (dynamic modelling)
	 Verifying such high risk areas based on interviews with professionals including mariners
	 Defining risk reducing measures
	3.4 The Meeting recalled that the aim of the OPENRISK project is to produce transparent, robust and easy to use methods which can, if needed, be applied by the national response authorities themselves to create risk assessments for a region like the B...
	3.5 The Meeting highlighted that OPENRISK methods will be developed under the general guidance of the RESPONSE WG as well as in close cooperation with the other regional PPR organisations (especially but not limited to REMPEC, BONN agreement, Copenhag...
	3.6 The Meeting took note that the Norwegian Coastal Administration has initiated in October 2016 a project on a dynamic accident risk assessment module to its havbase.no service (Presentation 2), that this project will be working in parallel with, an...
	3.7 The Meeting highlighted that the Norwegian project will mainly focus on dynamic risk assessments based on AIS data while the OPENRISK project has this element but also includes VTS/SRS reports as well as other material which can be valuable for va...
	3.8 The Meeting took note that the members of the RESPONSE Working Group will be invited to the project main events including the four inter-regional workshops planned to be organised under the project (document 3-2) and the draft outcomes will be sub...
	3.9 The Meeting took note that the project will focus on methods for finding high risk areas for accident risk as well as on available tools for reducing such risks, as these are needed for any further work on spill risk assessment. A separate initiat...
	3.10 The Meeting highlighted the need for a separate project on the sensitivity of the Baltic Sea environment and coastal societies to spills.
	3.11 The Meeting recalled the previous project on spill risk assessment in the Baltic Sea region, HELCOM BRISK, presented by Mr. Jorma Rytkönen (Presentation 3) and that it was completed in 2012 based AIS data from the period 2008-2009.
	3.12 The Meeting requested that the envisaged OPENRISK test run/pilot in the Baltic Sea would especially look for changes in the traffic patterns and spill risks since the BRISK project baseline data (2009).
	3.13 The Meeting took note of the national research project on the risk reducing effect of GOFREP, carried out by Finland.
	3.14 The Meeting took note that Swedish Coast Guard carries out risk assessments on an annual basis as part of a national task. A compilation report on risk assessments has been published this year https://www.msb.se/RibData/Filer/pdf/28046.pdf (only ...
	3.15 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Valtteri Laine on renewal of the HELCOM accident reports (Presentation 4).
	3.16 The Meeting agreed to use the revised HELCOM accident data 2010-2014 (document 3-4) when presenting within HELCOM time series trends of accidents in the Baltic Sea and its sub-basins. The Contracting Parties are invited to submit details on any r...
	3.17 The Meeting took note that the HELCOM Assessment on Maritime Activities has experienced delays due to processing of AIS data but the Secretariat aims to submit a draft to the relevant groups by the end of the month.
	3.18 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of the Sixth Meeting of the HELCOM Group of Experts on Safety of Navigation (SAFE NAV 7-2016) held on 29 October 2016 in Denmark (document 3-3) and that the next meeting of the group (SAFE NAV 8-2017) will mos...
	3.19 The Meeting took note that a revised and expanded version of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Clean Shipping Guide 2016 has been published in September 2016 (document 3-1). The Meeting took note that the Secretariat welcomes any corrections or updates to th...
	3.20 The Meeting recalled that the CG STS under MARITIME WG has not completed its work, has been re-established and will continue working in 2017 (c.f 2.2).

	Agenda Item 4  Matters related to recent response operations
	4.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the recent response operations in Denmark, Finland, Germany, Poland, Russia and Sweden on the template drafted by RESPONSE 21-2016 (document 4-1-att Rev).
	4.2 The Meeting took note of the information by EMSA that not all spills are reported in document 4-1-att Rev when comparing with information from CleanSeaNet.
	4.3 The Meeting considered the reporting template and welcomed the offer by the Chair and the Secretariat to provide some further guidance to filling in the template. The renewed template will be circulated in advance to RESPONSE 23-2017 be used for r...
	4.4 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 identified the need to compile a list of response operations at sea and on the shore, and lessons learnt from these operations, which have been carried out since 1995 (if feasible since 1974).
	4.5 The Meeting welcomed the initiative by the Secretariat to compile historical data series from the old minutes of Response related working groups in the Secretariat archives to be submitted to RESPONSE 23-2017. The Contracting Parties are still inv...
	4.6 The Meeting welcomed the report on accidents in Sweden and abroad 1978-2003 provided by Sweden (in Swedish) (document 4-2).

	Agenda Item 5  National preparedness at sea and on shore
	5.1 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 decided to use a reporting template suggested by EWG SHORE 12-2016 for reporting national developments including at sea, on shore, and oiled wildlife response to RESPONSE 22-2016 (document 5-1), and decid...
	5.2 The Meeting took note of the following information on national preparedness at sea and on shore:
	- Estonia: The new Estonian response vessel should be operational in 2018.
	- EU: DG ECHO is working on the new CECIS database of resources as agreed by the intersecretariat meeting and estimated to be updated by end of 2017. EMSA has implemented the Equipment Assistance Service (EAS) deposit in the Baltic Sea, close to Gdans...
	- Finland: The new Finnish multipurpose ice breaker, prepared for oil response in ice conditions, is operational. There is currently no contract for its use during summertime. A new national strategy for preparedness and response is being prepared and...
	- Germany: No new information since the last meeting.
	- Latvia: No new information since the last meeting.
	- Lithuania: A procurement process for a new response vessel will start in 2020.
	- Poland: The process of buying a new response vessel has started with an EU wide bidding round. The process aims to have a new vessel operational in 2018.
	- Russia: No new information since the last meeting.
	- Sweden: Ongoing reorganization of the administration which however has no effect on placement of ships and equipment. The Coast Guard has received a wider legal mandate on policing and investigations effective from 2017 (document 5-1-add).
	5.3 The Meeting discussed the reporting template and the Contracting Parties agreed to use the template for compiling national developments for RESPONSE 23-2017, recalled that once inserted the same report can be submitted to subsequent meetings with ...

	Agenda Item 6  Sub-regional co-operation
	Documents: 6-1
	6.1 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 agreed to start the revision of the Recommendation 28E/12 with streamlining terminology and wordings and take concrete capacity figures in the response regions as a second step and also recalled that RESP...
	6.2 The Meeting considered and agreed in principle to the proposal by Finland on the way forward on the regional minimum response capacity figures as included in Attachment 1 of document 6-1 acknowledging that the revised Recommendation should be phra...
	6.3 The Meeting agreed to re-establish the Correspondence Group on the revision of Recommendation 28E/12 in order to make a revision proposal for RESPONSE 23-2017 based on the document 6-1 and other material and welcomed the offer by Denmark to lead t...

	Agenda Item 7  Response on the shore and wildlife response
	Documents: 7-1, 7-2, 7-3, 7-4, 7-5
	7.1 The Meeting took note that HELCOM HOD 50-2016 adopted the revised Terms of Reference for prolongation of the work of EWG OWR until the end of 2017.
	7.2 The Meeting took note of the outcomes of the Fifth and Sixth online meetings of the HELCOM Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG OWR 5-2016 and EWG OWR 6-2016) held on 16 June 2016 and 7 October 2016, respectively and targets of the...
	7.3 The Meeting endorsed the plan to have a Baltic Oiled Wildlife networking meeting as part of the EWG OWR activities, tentatively planned for autumn 2017 in Germany.
	7.4 The Meeting considered the draft regional progress report on OWR based on material collected by the oiled wildlife preparedness self-assessment tool and country descriptions (document 7-5, Presentation 6), agreed to publish it as a HELCOM publicat...
	7.5 The Contracting Parties are invited to submit amendments to the national information included in document 7-5 to the Secretariat (susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi) by 18 November 2017.
	7.6 The Meeting took note of the invitation by WWF to the Contracting Parties to become a partner in a planned regional project on oiled wildlife response and to inform WWF and the Chair of EWG OWR of interest in the project.
	7.7 The Meeting took note of the activities in the EUROWA project related to oiled wildlife response as presented by Mr. Hugo Nijkamp (Presentation 7).
	7.8 The Meeting took note of the Thirteenth meeting of the HELCOM Expert Working Group on Response on the Shore (EWG SHORE 13-2016) held on 22 September 2016 (document 7-1).
	7.9 The Meeting recalled that the mandate for EWG SHORE will terminate in the end of 2016. RESPONSE 21-2016 agreed that continued work on on-shore response should take place within HELCOM in some forum, reporting to Response WG
	7.10 The Meeting considered the options for continuing the work on response on the shore based on the proposals of EWG SHORE presented by Ms. Sonja Dobo (document 7-4, Presentation 8), supported the option of a permanent sub-group on response on shore...
	7.11 The Meeting considered the revised HELCOM Response Manual Volume III on response to pollution incidents on the shore (document 7-3, Presentation 8) and concluded as follows:
	- There is no need to add text on updating the Manual Volume III since updating the HELCOM Response Manual as a whole is included in the Terms of Reference of the RESPONSE Working Group.
	- The bullet point in chapter 2 about considering international aspects when carrying out SCAT should be deleted.
	- The reference to multiannual HELCOM RESPONSE Exercise Plan mentioned in chapter 4.3 should be moved to Manual Volume I, Chapter 10 as a new Section 10.6.
	- The term “Baltic Sea Protected Areas (BPAs)” in chapter 1.2 should be replaced with “coastal and marine Baltic Sea protected areas (HELCOM MPAs)”
	- For items in the equipment list (Annex 1) which have no defined cost, the cost can be omitted.
	- EU will provide a text for EU section of (Annex 1).
	- EU, Lithuania and Russia are invited to submit missing information or a clarifying text for the purposes of the annexes by 22 November 2017 to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi). Otherwise the text “Information could not be delivered” will ...
	7.12 The Meeting agreed to the revised Manual III, with the changes specified in paragraph 7.11, and requested the Secretariat to submit the revised HELCOM Response Manual Volume III on response to pollution incidents on the shore to HOD 51-2016 for e...
	7.13 The Meeting thanked the EWG SHORE and especially Chair of the EWG, Ms. Sonja Dobo, Sweden for successfully completing the tasks in the Terms of Reference of the EWG SHORE including drafting the revised Response Manual III submitted to the Meeting...
	7.14 The Meeting highlighted that there is a lot of new material on species and habitats collected within the HELCOM framework for monitoring and assessment purposes that could be used in Baltic-wide sensitivity mapping to be developed within a dedica...
	7.15 The Meeting took note that a fourth EU joint civil protection -marine pollution workshop is not planned at the moment due to the lack of input from Member States.

	Agenda Item 8  Wrecks and other submerged hazardous objects
	Documents: 8-1-rev, 8-2, 8-3
	8.1 The Meeting took note of the outcomes of the Fourth (SUBMERGED 4-2016 held on 12-14 April 2016) and Fifth (SUBMERGED 5-2016 held on 4-6 October 2016) meetings of the HELCOM Expert Group on environmental risks of hazardous submerged objects and the...
	8.2 The Meeting took note that HOD 50-2016 approved the prolongation of the work of SUBMERGED until the end of 2018 with the change that for clarity the Group moves from standing Chairs to topic chairmanship, using the currently identified topic leads...
	8.3 The Meeting took note of the activities related to wrecks as presented (document 8-3, Presentation 9) and invited the Contacting parties that have not yet submitted the requested information to complete the questionnaire on hazardous wrecks (docum...
	8.4 The Meeting further stressed the importance that the Contracting Parties submit data on hazardous wrecks for the purposes of the SUBMERGED and other HELCOM assessments according to specifications provided in Attachment 2 of document 8-2 to the des...
	8.5 The Meeting took note of the comment by Latvia that several wreck registers exist in the country but no polluting wrecks have been identified. As all the wreck data is not public in Latvia it can be submitted to HELCOM as far as it complies with t...
	8.6 The Meeting highlighted that the primary aim is not to publish detailed wreck data but instead generate gridded data on the frequency of hazardous wrecks in the Baltic Sea. If submission of raw detailed wreck data is not possible due to reasons re...
	8.7 The Meeting took note of the following national information on wrecks:
	 in Swedish waters three wrecks will be emptied of oil in the near future. One of these wrecks is in the Stockholm archipelago area, Baltic Sea and two on the west coast of Sweden.
	 Finland will check 10 wrecks in 2017 but at this point no decision has been made to empty them.
	 Lithuania participated in CHEMSEA project activities on mapping dumped munitions in its national waters.
	8.8 The Meeting endorsed the recommendation by SUBMERGED 4 that HELCOM should consider continuing the HELCOM dataset on encounters with chemical and conventional munitions based on the draft data format included in Annex 3 of the SUBMERGED 4-2016 outc...
	8.9 The Meeting further requested the Secretariat for this purpose to be in contact with Germany, as the munitions lead of SUBMERGED, in order to receive the latest version of the data reporting format.

	Agenda Item 9  Remote Sensing
	9.1 Aerial surveillance
	Documents: 9.1-1, 9.1-2, 9.1-3, 9.1-4, 9.2-1
	9.1 The Meeting took note that Poland hosted a Mini CEPCO over international waters between Poland and Sweden on 17 May 2016 (document 9.1-1).
	9.2 As the Lead Country of IWGAS 2017-2018, Sweden informed that the meeting of IWGAS 2017, which was tentatively planned for week 10 (6-10 March 2017) will probably be moved to a later date.
	9.3 The Meeting recalled that scheduling of CEPCOs should follow what has been agreed and as specified in the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7: Super CEPCO Flights are biannual CEPCO flights with duration of several days. Super CEPCOs are coo...
	9.4 The Meeting took note that there is no official report on the North Sea Super CEPCO organized in autumn 2016 available yet.
	9.5 The Meeting took note that Sweden cannot host a Super CEPCO in 2017.
	9.6 The Meeting recalled that HOD 49-2015 (10-11 December 2015) adopted the core indicator on oil spills affecting the marine environment with some changes to figure 1 and that the indicator would be updated with 2011-2015 data.
	9.7 The Meeting considered the updated core indicator on oil spills (document 9.1-2), decided that the core indicator name should be changed to “Operational oil spills from ships” and endorsed the indicator evaluation for the assessment period 2011-20...
	9.8 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Jorma Rytkönen on project Airborne Monitoring Tools for the Arctic and the Baltic Sea Environment (UAV-ARCTIC) (Presentation 10, document 9.1-3).
	9.9 The Meeting took note of Finnish Border Guards aircraft modifications (9.1-4).
	9.2 Use of satellites for detecting illegal discharges
	Documents: 9.2-1
	9.10 The Meeting took note of the EMSA CleanSeaNet Service statistics for HELCOM region covering the period 1 January 2016-30 September 2016 presented by EMSA (document 9.2-1, Presentation 11).
	9.3 STW/AIS/SAT model
	Documents: 9.3-1
	9.11 The Meeting took note that lately Poland has made a contract with the Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute (SMHI) on the Seatrack Web (STW). Latvia and Finland have ongoing contract negotiations with SMHI.
	9.4 Investigation and prosecution of offenders of anti-pollution regulations
	Documents: 9.4-1
	9.12 The Meeting took note that ENPRO has in January 2016 revised the “Manual on prosecuting environmental crime in the Baltic Sea region” which has also been made available on the HELCOM website.
	9.13 EMSA/EU informed that a workshop on “Oil fingerprinting and the work of the Oil Spill Identification Network (OSINet)” has been organized and a new EMSA correspondence group has been established to address oil spill sampling and oil identificatio...

	Agenda Item 10  Other developments in response strategies and equipment
	10.1 HNS Response

	Documents: 10.1-1, 10.1-2, 10.1-3
	10.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Germany that its work as Lead Country to draft material for the HELCOM Task Group on the revision of the HELCOM Response Manual Volume II on response to accidents at sea involving spills of hazardous su...
	10.2 The Meeting regretted the long delay in updating the Manual volume II and requested the Secretariat to call for a meeting of TG HNS MANUAL during spring 2017 before RESPONSE 23 to assess the possibilities of the Contracting Parties to carry out t...
	10.3 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on project ChemSAR (document 10.1-3).
	10.4 The Meeting acknowledged that there would be some benefits to carry out revision of Manual Volume II at the same time as the ChemSAR project is running, but recalled that ChemSAR project has to focus on saving human lives and not on matters relev...
	10.5 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on upcoming ChemSAR project partner and steering group meeting in January 2017 in Sweden.
	10.6 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on project EKOMON on environmental effects of chemical spills from ships (document 10.1-1) and the upcoming request to distribute information on the project events to the relevant research organ...
	10.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on projects GRACE and OILRES (document 10.1-2).
	10.8 The Meeting took note of information presented by EMSA on MAR-ICE Network and MAR-CIS 2 project (Presentation 5, document 13-1) and that the work of a new correspondence group working on a training course on HNS response has not yet started.
	10.9 The Meeting took note that no national developments on HNS response manuals have taken place since the last meeting.
	10.2 Response to oil in ice
	Documents: 10.2-1, 10.2-2
	10.10 The Meeting took note that Finland is arranging a small full scale exercise in the end of January 2017 (document 10.2-1).
	10.11 The Meeting took note of the Finnish equipment for oil spill response in ice (document 10.3-1).
	10.12 Sweden informed that they are modernizing their equipment for oil spill response in ice in the Bay of Bothnia and equipping a vessel with same type of Sternmax device as is used in Finland.
	10.3 Places of Refuge
	Documents: none
	10.13 EMSA/EU informed that Norway will host the “SCOPE” exercise in 2017 co-financed by EU (DG ECHO) and that this exercise will include a component on place of refuge.
	Documents: none
	10.14 EMSA/EU informed that they will consider studying differences in the detection abilities of oil radars for the purposes of EMSA vessels.
	10.5 Emergency towing
	Documents: none
	10.15 Finland informed that the new Finnish ice breaker POLARIS can also be used for emergency towing.
	10.6 Use of dispersants
	Documents: none
	10.16 The Meeting did not discuss the use of dispersants.

	Agenda Item 11  Exercises
	Documents: 11-1, 11-2, 11-3, 11-4
	11.1 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Igor Kuzmenko and a video on BALEX DELTA 2016 (Presentation 12), which was held on June 20-22 2016, in the Lithuanian territorial waters in the vicinity of Port of Klaipeda and the EET reports by L...
	11.2 The Meeting took note that more information on the shore response exercise conducted as part of BALEX DELTA 2016 can be provided by the Klaipeda city fire and rescue service (igor.kuzmenko@mil.lt).
	11.3 The Meeting took note that due to the internet servers Lithuania had problems with emails as means to exchange POLREP messages and plans to use a computer with an additional & separate internet provider to overcome similar problems.
	11.4 The Meeting recalled that according to decision by RESPONSE 15-2012 the host for BALEX DELTA up to 2021 are Russia 2017, Sweden 2018, Denmark 2019, Estonia 2020 and Finland 2021.
	11.5 The Meeting recalled the decision by RESPONSE 20-2015 that starting from BALEX DELTA 2017 the exercises will be held in August.
	11.6 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Vitaly Tsykhotskiy on BALEX DELTA 2017 (Presentation 13). The exercise is planned for first two weeks of August 2017 in the Kaliningrad area.
	11.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on BALEX DELTA 2018 and that co-financing for this exercise have been applied from and granted by EU DG ECHO. Partners of this exercise project are Swedish Coast Guard, SYKE, HELCOM and Maritime ...
	11.8  The Meeting agreed that Sweden, Chair and the Secretariat will make a first draft of the HELCOM Response Exercise Plan and submit it to RESPONSE 23-2017.
	11.9 The Meeting welcomed the offer of Sweden to host a meeting on the HELCOM Response Exercise Plan in 18 January in Stockholm, Sweden. Sweden is also prepared to support a meeting taking place in another country.
	11.10 The Meeting stressed that while regional prioritization is a positive thing to ensure that the full potential of the HELCOM exercises is utilised, the plan should leave a degree of freedom for the host country to plan the exercise to correspond ...
	11.11 The Meeting considered and confirmed the list of response vessels in the HELCOM Fleet and the updated list of surveillance aircraft (document 11-1 and 11-1-att).
	11.12 The Meeting took note of revised HELCOM flag rules adopted inter-sessionally as contained in document 11-2.
	11.13 The Meeting took note of the information on oil combating exercise PREDICT2016 in Finland presented by Ms. Heli Haapasaari and Ms. Vanessa Ryan (document 11-3, Presentations 14 and 15) and also other exercises by Finland.
	11.14 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on an exercise in 2016 between Sweden and Finland under the Copenhagen Agreement including seagoing, shallow water, diving and ship-to-ship transport components. An annual exercise under the Cop...
	11.15 Sweden and EU informed of the SCOPE exercise, co-funded by the 2016 DG ECHO call for exercise projects, which will take place during the week starting from 25 September 2017 in Norway and that observers will be welcome.

	Agenda Item 12  HELCOM Recommendations and Response Manual
	Documents: 12-1, 12-1-att1, 12-2-att2, 12-2
	12.1 The Meeting checked the national contact information included in Chapter 1 of HELCOM Response Manual Volume I (document 12-2).
	12.2 The Meeting took note of the comment by the EU that the coastal countries which are also members of the EU should also update the similar contact information in CECIS Marine Pollution.
	12.3 The Meeting approved the new Chapter 7.7.2 Joint standard annual reporting format for HELCOM and Bonn Agreement on illegal discharges observed during aerial and satellite surveillance in HELCOM Response Manual Volume I (document 12-2).
	12.4 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 confirmed the borders of the response sub-regions and requested the Secretariat to include the map and the definitions to HELCOM Response Manual after the agreed changes.
	12.5 The Meeting took note of the four Baltic sub-regions included in the revised Chapter 2 of the HELCOM Response Manual (pp. 9 & 10 of Chapter 2), and confirmed the new name “Response Cooperation Zones” of these areas to avoid confusion with the are...
	12.6 The Meeting agreed to change the caption under 2.3 to “Map 4. Indicative HELCOM response cooperation zones and EEZs.”
	12.7 The Meeting requested the Chair and the Secretariat to make a suggestion on how to move forward with streamlining of the Response Manual, and present a proposal for RESPONSE 23-2017.
	12.8 The Meeting recalled that the Chair of TG POLREP presented in RESPONSE 21-2016 a proposal on how a regional SafeSeaNet window for electronic transmission of POLREPs could be generated cost efficiently based on the Latvian national SafeSeaNet soft...
	12.9 The Meeting welcomed the information that Russia was willing to participate in a demonstration of the CECIS and SafeSeaNet systems and based on this consider the use of these POLREP transmission channels for HELCOM POLREPs. DG ECHO and EMSA will ...
	12.10 The Meeting requested Russia to provide feedback at the RESPONSE 23-2017 on the experiences with CECIS and SafeSeaNet for transmitting HELCOM POLREP messages.
	12.11 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 took note of the currently valid HELCOM Recommendations in the field of Maritime and Response Working Group and the ongoing process to update them and highlighted that Recommendation 18/2 on offshore ac...
	12.12 The Meeting considered the revision of Recommendation 18/2 on offshore activities and 20/5 on oil terminals (documents 12-1, 12-1-att1 and 12-1-att2) and agreed to consider these revisions during later meetings.

	Agenda Item 13  Activities within other organizations and initiatives
	Documents: 13-1, 13-2, 13-3
	13.1 The Meeting took note of the status of the Norway-led IMO initiative towards a “Guide on practical method to implement the OPRC Convention” and the related outcome of IMO MEPC 70 (October 2017) (document 13-3).
	13.2 The Meeting took note of the Tabletop Exercise (TTX) of the Agreement on Cooperation on Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response in the Arctic (MOSPA), which was led by the United States (U.S.) Coast Guard’s Office for Marine Environmental ...
	13.3 The Meeting took note of the information by EMSA on their activities in 2016 and proposed new projects (document 13-1).
	13.4 The Meeting took note that the IMO Secretariat has contacted the HELCOM Secretariat in order to organize a joint HELCOM-IMO workshop on London Convention and welcomed the idea of organizing the joint HELCOM-IMO workshop in the Baltic Sea region d...

	Agenda Item 14  Any other business
	Documents: 14-1, 14-2-rev
	14.1 The Meeting updated the list of contact addresses and Observers of the Response Working Group (document 14-1) as contained in Annex 3.
	14.2 The Meeting considered and updated a preliminary list of HELCOM and other meetings in 2016 of relevance to Response Working Group.
	14.3 The Meeting took note of the information from EU that Malta, as part of its EU Chairmanship, will organise a workshop on pollution preparedness and its civil protection dimensions. A session on new technologies has been planned and if the coastal...

	Agenda Item 15  Future work and meetings
	Documents: 15-1
	15.1 The Meeting took note of the Work Plan of the Response Working Group 2014-2016 (document 15-1).
	15.2 The Meeting drafted a new Work Plan for 2017-2018 as contained in Annex 4 and invited the Secretariat to submit it to HOD 51-2016 for adoption.
	15.3 The Meeting decided that the next meeting of the Group (RESPONE 23-2017) will be tentatively held in June 2017 and welcomed the kind offer by Finland to host the meeting in Helsinki.
	15.4 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Lithuania to host one of the two RESPONSE meetings in 2018.
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